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I A STATE OF 'ML

Relations Between Great Britain
and Venezvela,

PREMIER BALFOUR EXPLAINS

Intimation of the Blockade Soon to Be
Given to the Powers.

WILL STOP THE SHIPS' OF NEUTRALS.
-I..'_...__..._.

Atfitude of the &n Government
Defined In & Tong tement to
the House of Commons—Gere
mun Forelgn OfMoce Vigore
ously Denles a Sensas
tional Report—-ll‘nl-
iog of Venezuelan
Revolutionists.

London, Dec, 17.—In' the course of a

long statement in the house of ‘com-
mons Premier Balfour sald there was
no such thing as a “pacific blockade."”
A state of war actually existed with
Venezuela, and an intimation of the
blockade would shortly be given to
the powers.

The premlier also sald the opera-
tions were reluctantly undertaken,
not to recqger debt but, after a long
and patient’ delay, to récoVer com-
pensation for assaults oun British sub
jects and the Selzure of British ves-
sels, Mr. Balfour concluded his state-
ment with saying he could make no
announcement as to whether the offer

arbitration from Venezuela would
be accepted by Great Britain.

Mr. Balfour added that the block-
ade would be carried out with as lit-
tle inconvenlence to neutrals as pos-
sible. Nothing definite had occurred
with reference to the arbitration pro-
posal since his previous statement on
the subject. . ,

Mr., Balfour's statement was made
in reply to the desire of the Liberal
leader, Sir Henry Campbell-Banner-
man, for Information on the Vene-
zuelan situation. After relterating
Lord Lausdowne's brief statement in
the house of lords, the premier con-
tinned: “The blockade will be car
rled out by Great Britain and Ger-
many along different portions of the
coast and though the two fleets will
have the same objeécts they will not
act as one force. We never had sny
intention of landing troops In Vene-
zuela or of occupying territory even
temporarily. We do not think it de-
girable on either military or other
grounds. All the conditions govern-
ing such a blockade have been care-
fully considered and will be publish-
gd In time for the Information of neu-
trals, The gbvernment is most anx-
fous that these operations, the neces

. gity for which we deeply regret,

ghould be as little inconvenient (o
neutrals as they can possibly be
No différence will e made
bélween the vessels of the various
neutral powers, [ think it s guite
likely that the United States will
t.hln'k that there canpot be such &
thi: ag a 'pencetnl blockade' and
& onglly, take the same view,
Evidently, a blockade Involves a
state ef war"

Mr. Balfour said he belleved that
the Germans algo had claims besides
the Anancial ones,

Mr., Healy, Irish Nationallst, asked
it the United States assénted to a
hlbehdo which would exclude Unit-

Bptel\vm Mr, ' Balfour
“Neutrals are not oonpn!ud-

d!‘ym: are in a state of war with
a third party.” s
“ls war doclmd?" asked Mr.

Healy, The gnmier rapllqd
“Does the honorable mamber sup-
pose that wlu:out a state of war one
oan take vessels and have a block-
g‘!" Repiylug to further. questions,
fnﬂm- sald he had nothing to
arbitration beyond
zlt was mmned i:;ﬂhls pnvlou-

su

Vel e hevetd  akS wouid b4
pmnt&dwthahom as Boon a8

possible. He assumed thof would 1n-
elude the cations which hﬂ
passed ofi the subject of the blockade

between the Unlted States and Great

omw HESENTS

ﬁm""’“

Buﬂn Dec. 17.~The foreign ofice

the propelling power in the coerclom
of Venezueln, and as being responsible
for all the harsh measures. For in-
glance, they say the bombardment of
the forts at Porto Cabello is ascribed
to German Initiative, whereas the offi-
clals say without reservation that the
bombardment was at the British com-
mander's suggestion, the Topaz being
the Britlsh ship, the German com-
muderwllelpatlng in the firlng as a
loyal ally, ‘The German government
is not Ingisting on more severe meas-
ures that the original plan contemplat:
ad, and regards the sinking of the
two diminutive, wholly unseaworthy
craft as an “‘insignificant Incident.”

The Berlin newspapers print from
Kiel a statement that the German
crulsers Ariadnes, Aminzon and Niobe
are again befug equipped for departure
to Venezueln, but government officials
pay that no such orders have been
gliven and that it will depend later
upon the demands of the blockade
whether additional vessels will be
sent.

Revolutionists After Castro.

Port of Spaln, Dec. 17—Senor Ro-
fas, agent in this island of the Vene-
zuelan revolutionists, denies the re
port that they have joined common
cauge with Castro against allies, On
the contrary, according to reports re
celved, the government troops under
General Velutinl have been twice de-
feated by the revolutionists, first at
Guiria and second at El Chico, where
they were completely routed and fled
In disorder. Morover it is reported
from Alta Graele that General Ro-
lando at the bhead of 6,000 revolution-
ists, is marching on Caracas, with
the object of capturing the city and
overthrowing Castro.

Feeling In italy,

Rome, Dec. 17—The announce-
ment of the presentation of Italy's
ultimatum to Venezuela was received
here with general satisfaction. Apart
from the desire to recover the claims
of Itallans, there has been long stand-
ing 1l feeling between the two cotin-
tries consequent on persistent hos-
tility shown by the ruling clerical ele-
ment In Venezuela agalnst Italy be-
cause of the struggle belween the vat-
lean and the quirinal, Premler Zanar-
delll ahd Forelgn Minister Prinett!
are discussing the measures to be
adopted should the ult!matum not
have the desired effect.

INADEQUATE

The Allled Powe?a?‘mmldor Castro™s

Proposal For Arbitration.
Berlin, Dee. 17.—Germany consid-
ers that President Castro's proposal
to arbitrate as inadequate, unaccom-
panied as it is, with guarantees to
pay if the arbitrators decide agalnst
him and a reply in that sense has
been or will be sent through Minlister
Bowen. Great Britaln will make a
similar answer, These statements
are not made officially, but are de-

rived from an e:u:ellent gource.

Castro’s Actlon Approved,

New York, Dec. 17—The consul
general of Venezuela in this city re
celved the following eablegram [rom
Caracas: “Bankers, bar, commerce,
soclety and clergy, constituted in coimn-
mittee, approve the government's €1
titude and offer President Castro
their ald unreservedly. Torres Car-
denas, secretary to the president.”

Italian Minister Leaves.

Washington, Dec. 17.—A cablegram
from Minister Bowen announced that
the Italian minister at Caracas nad
requested him to take chargeé of Ital
fan Interests in Venezuela, which un-
der the state department's instrue-
tions he was about to do, and the mip-
jster was leaving Caracas.

Noted Indian Warrior Dead.

Pendleton, Or, De¢, 17. — Five
Crows, &' notéd Umatiflla Indlan chief,
has been found dead near Athens. It
Is supposed that while intoxlcated he
fell off his pony and froze to death,
He was 70 years old and distinguish.
ed himself In the Bannoék war of
1878, by killing the famous Indian'
chief BEgan of the Snake Indians. He
betrayed Bgan (nto the hands of the
Umatillas, who were friendly to the
whites and they cut off his head, car-

rying it in triumph to the United
Btates troops, The le8 were S0
enraged, that they gave battle to the

troops on a platn shd were o badly
defeated that the invasion ended.

Rll\h l'ro
Montreal, ! m&“ﬁ. MclInnes

T e
"QI brﬁm‘!mlsmt

lines, vtth ofees atfwunm

Barge Founders,

Cape Vineent, N, Y,, Deec. 1‘!.-—'!'!:.
of | barge Stevenson' of Ogdens
bwtb Her, tgw in the, terei
allege | B2l mlaho Ontario, 10 mites west |
of here, and it 1s feared she has gone |
to the bottudwlt!hhrmﬁ ct‘ll:.‘
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DEWEY'S Bl FLEET’

Washington Orders the Admiral
to Keep It Intact,

COMPLICATIONS MAY ARISE.

Monroe Doctrine Must Not Be Violated |
an lota by the Allies.

ANOTHER NOTE SENT TO GERMANY.

American Government Anxlous to
Have the Attitude of the Kalser
Defined—-Test of the I'eaceful
Blockade Likely to Be
Made at an Harly Date.

Late Developmepts
In South Amers

fcan Broll.
.

Washington, Dec. 17. — Secretary
Hay has cabled to Ambassador Tow-
er at Berlin to ask the German gov-
eroment to define for this country ex:
actly what is meant by a “peaceful
blockade.” The dispatch was couched
in the sumvest of diplomatie language,
but It was insistent that Germany
should reply. The Inquiry was decid:
ed upon at the cabinet meeting, where
it was discusged fully. Although It
has not yet been put into publie ex
pression, this government contends
that there 18 no such thing as a
"mcefm blockade.” If a state of
war does exist, this government will
contend, at the proper time, that
United States ahips must be allowed
to pass. The test will come when
the Red ldne steamer Caracas arrives

| John Domke,

| gix men figure in the divislon of the

ADMIUAL DEWEY,
at La Guayra, probably next Satur-
day. If that ghip goes through, as |t
is expected it will, ships from other
natlons will also demand to go throug

through and the “peaceful blockade”
will become a farce. If Germany in-
sists on its right to blockade peace-
ably and refuses to let any more ships
through, Admiral Dewey's fleet will
be sent to Yenezuela to convoy Amer-
jcan shlps through the German and
English lines.

Admiral Dewey has been told lo
keep his fleet together. The reason
this government makes this demand
of Germany is because it has In writ-
ing, In black and white, the fullest
statement of Germany's Intentions in
Venezuela., It has no such statement
from England. The diplomats of that
country were shrewd enough to make
only a verbal statement of intent
The administration is waiting Ger-

y's answer with somet anxiety,
The situation I8 now more critical
than it has been since the trouble
began,

Senor Ojeda, the Spanish minister,
and Baron Moncheur, the Belgian
minlster, has not received official ad:
vices relative to the joint note their
governments have addressed to Pres
fdent Castro, asking that In the event
of a settlement of the clalm of the
allled powers, Spaln and Belglan be
given similar treatment. The Span:
ish minister denies that there is the
glightest probabllity of further action
on the part of Spain unless events in
Caracas make it necessary for the
Spanish representative to withdraw.
Minister Ojeda does not anticipate
this, in viéw of the stromg tles of
friendship that exlst between his gov.
ernment and the South American re
publics,

Mr. Bowen's position is realized to
be one of extraordinary difficulty, He
is now In charge of the Interests of
Oreat Britain, Germany, Italy and
Helland, besides those of the United
States and may be called upon to take
charge of those of the remainder of
the Butopean countries, with the pos-
gible exception of Franpe, which re
n!.lu on pléasant relations with Ven:

All alfectation is the attempt ot pov-

| in saying that mining

m to appear rich,

STRIEE COMMISSION. \

Puthers of Two of the Little Girls
Who Toll «t Night Testify.
Seranton, Pa., Dec. 17.—The miners
put on the witness stand before the
coal strike commission the fathers of
two of the little girle who had testl-

| fled on Monday that they worked all
OPErators | coMPETITION ALL BUT OBLITERATED.

night in sllk milla. The
submitted wage statements showlng
that one of these men and his labor
ar received $1,681, and the other and
hig laborer were pald $1,400 last year
father of one of the
girls, sald that four and sometimes

$1,400. The other miner claimed that
four men divided the $1,681, Both
men promised to take the girls out
of the silk milL

After the witnesses left the stand,
Chalrman Gray asked for an explana-
tion from the Pennsylvania Coal com-
pany, which is controlled by the Erie
road, regarding the wages of men.
The wage mentioned by the company
were handed to the commission some
days sgo and did not indicate that
more than two persons figured in the
distribution,

W. A, May, general manager of the
Penneylvania Coal company, was call-
ed to the witness stand and explain-

ed that because of the system In
vogue in the company's mine, It
would be dificult to show In every

case, how many men shared in one
pay. C. 8. Darrow, for the miners,
sald the miners had no confidence In
the figures submitted by the company,
and added that the way they had been
handed in was unfair,

The deputy factory Inspector for
the Scranton distriet was examined
regarding child labor and sald that
400 boys and 1,600 girls between the
ages of 18 and 16 years are employed
in the millse in this vicinity. Chalr-
man Gray suggested that the Penn-
aylvania legislature be petitioned to
improve the factory inspection laws
regarding child labor,

The state mine
were called, They

inspectors then
were unanimous |
companiea in
their distriet had no rules requiring |
miners to stay in the mines all day. |
Inspectors, In reply to questions asked
by the commissioners, sald they

sometimes were accompanied by com:- |

pany officials and many times they
vigited the workings alone.
Operator's Side.

This concluded the case of the
mine workers, and former Congress-
man Simon P. Wolverton, principal

counsel for the Philadelphia and
Reading Coal and Iron company, opén-
e¢d for the operators, He sald in part:

“After the strike settlement of 1900
union men refused to work with non-
union men, and there were over 100
strikes in one year in various parts
of the region. During the recent strike
of miners, men were prevented
by viclence from filling the strikers’
places, mines were fllled with water,
and had it not been for the operglors’
sirenucus efforts to keep pumps go-
Ing, few miners would have been able
to get work after the resumption, The
powers of this commission are con-
fined to the questions affecting the
rates of wages pald and the hours of

labor, and in way Involves the qubs-
tion of recognition, or the ente rtniz|
into any agreement with that organ-
fzation. The rate of wages in the an- |
thracite region Is not 40 or 60 per
cent lower than the soft coal region,
but actually higher, It will be shown
that the average earnings of all em
ployes of manufacturing establish-|
ments, covering 300 differént classes,
skilled and unskilled labor, Is below |
the average earnings of the miners in
the anthraeite coal region,

Municipal Code Constitutional.

Columbug, ©O., Dec. 17.—The su
preme court has upheld the constitu-
tionality of the Nash code In passing
upon guestions ralsed in a Cincinnati
case to test the validity of the law.
The case was that of F. M, Zumsteln
against Michael Mullen and others,
conatituting the board of legislation.
Zumstein's contentions were that the
code was passed in an irregular man.
ner, as It was declared a law when
the legislature accepted the report of
the conference committee, and that It
was special legisiation because of the
flexibility of the form of government
provided and the zcope of the powers
of council.

Costa Rica's Attitude,

San Jose, Coeta Rica, Dec. 17.—~The
Costa Rican government will not dis-
cuss the Veneézuelan situation, but it
can be sald on good authority the
minlaters favor Pregldent Castro's at-
titude, Public feeling here is bitter
against the British and German ac
tion. The United States s much crit.
lclsed and the Monroe doctrine Iy
ridiculed. Finally President Castro ls
Ioohd upon a8 setting & good exam-
ple to Spanish-America.

Copenhageén, Dee. 17—The German
turret chip Wittelsback 1s ashore
near Kosver. The German warships

Kalser Wilhelm der Grossa and Prinz |/
‘ Helorich have gone, to her assigtance,

MERGING OF RAILWAYS

Intérstate Commission Sees Very
Grave Necessity For Legislation.

Reaflirms Its Recommendations For
Amending the Commeros Law,
Proceedings of the House
nnd Senate,

Washington, Deéc. 17.—The tendency
to combine continues the most signlfi-
cant feature of rallway development,
according to the annual report of tae
intergtate commerce commission. The
report says: "It ls not open to ques-
tion that the competition between
rallroad carriers which formerly pre-
valled has been largely suppressed, or
at least brought to the condition of
effective restraint. The progress of
consolidation in one form or another,
will at no distant day confine this
competition within narrow and unim-
purtant limits because the control of
most rallway preperties will be merg-
ed in a few individuals, whose com-
mon interests Impel them to act in
concert. While this will Insure, as
probably nothing else can in equal de-
gree, the obgervance of published
tariffs, and so measureably removea
some evils which the act will be des-
ignated to prevent, the resulting situ-
atlon involves consequences to the
public which claim the most serious
attention. A law which might have
answered the purpose when competi-
tion was relled upon to secure reason-
able rates Is demonstrably Inadequate
when that competition Is displaced by
the most far reaching and powerful
(ombinations. So great a change In
conditions calls for a corresponding
change In the regulating statute.”

The commission reaffirms {18 recom-
mendations for amending the inter-
state commerce law, and urges the
grave necessity for legislation. The
report says that the fact that no con-
victlons have vet been obtalned, nor
Indictments found in the cases of the
roads which were shown by an inves-
tigation last winter to be giving sedret

rates to graln shippers, emphasizes
the fact that the criminal provisions
of the present interstate law are prac-
tically a dead letter,

Pension and Deficiency Bills Passed.
Washington, Dec. 17 —Immediately

after the senate convened, Mr. Hale
(Me.) called up the urgent deficiency
bill and it was passed without discus.
glon, It ecarries an appropriation of
$1,140,400, including $500,000 to sup-

press the foot and mouth disease. Mr,
Hale stated that It was evident that
no business will be transacted until
after the holiday adjournment and on
his motion It was agreed that the sen
ate adjourn until Saturday. Mr. Mor-
gan (Ala,) gave notlee that on Satur-

day he would address the senate re
garding the ceon~troetiom of an Isth-
mian canal. Mr. Gallinger (N. H

reported the pensivn apprepria®on
bill, which was pasaed without divi

gion. It carries S1U9.848T7.000, and |s
» first of the regular approprigtion
hl”ﬁ to be passed by the senate at
this sesslon. The senate then resum:
€d consideration of the militia bill.

In the House.

Washington, Deec. 17.—When the
house convened, a bill was passed to
meud the act of June 6, 1900, which
authorizes the sale of stone and tim-
ber for use in the Indian territory so
ag to provide for its sale to railroads,
parts of whose lines are In the terrl-
tory. The speaker lald before the
house a letter from Governor Smith
of Maryland, notifying the house of
the presentation by the state of Mary-
land of the statues of Charles Carroll
of Carrollton, one of the signers of
the Declaration of Independence, and
John Hansen. president of the Conti-
nental congress., These statuees are
now In statuary hall. A resolution
was adopted settling aside Jan. 31,
after 3 p. m., for the exerciges in con-
nection with the acceptance of These
gtatues. The house then resumed the
consideration of the legislative ap-
propriation bill.

Cuban Reclprocity Treaty.

Washington, Dec. 17.—The presi
deent sent to the senate the reciproo-
ity treaty recently negotiated between
the United States and Cuba, The
treaty was regelved by the senate In
exocutive session and was referred
to the commitiee on forelgn relations
without being read. It is stated that

the treaty does not concern the. dis-

position of the Isle of Plnes.

Man and Money Missing,
Berlin, Dec, 17~The Darmstarde,
ter bank hes been defrauded of $176.-
000, owing to mn entries, in the
books on the part of a bookkeeper,
Nessler, who had charge of the de-
ts. Nessler has' béen' mlssing
since Sunday,




